DOCUMENTS FROM THE AFRICAN PAST

hemselves. They take along with them to the mining district oxen, Tomps of salt,
ind iton, and when they reach its neighborhood they make a halt at a certain spot
ind form an encampment, which they fence round with a great hedge of thorns.
Nithin this they live, and having slaughtered the oxen, cut them in pieces, and lay
he pieces on the top of the thorns, aleng with the lumps of salt and the iron. Then
:ome the natives bringing gold in nuggets like peas, called tancharas, and lay one
ir two or more of these upon what pleases them, the pieces of flesh or the salt or the
ron, and then they retire to some distance off, Then the owner of the meat approach-
s, and if he is satisfied he takes the gold away, and upon seeing this its owner
:omes and takes the flesh or the salt or the iron, Tf, however, he is not satisfied, he
zaves the gold, when the native seeing that he has not taken it, comes and either
uts down more gold, or takes up what he had laid down, and goes away, Such is
he mode in which business is transacted with the people of that country, because
heir language is different and interpretets are hardly to be found. The time they stay
n that couniry is five days more or less, according as the natives more or less read-
ly coming forward buy up all their wares. On the journey homeward they all agree
2 travel well-armed, since some of the tribes through whose country they must pass
night threaten to attack them from a desire to rob them of their gold, The space of
ix months is taken up with this trading expedition, including both the going and the
sturning. In going they march very slowly, chiefly becanse of the cattle, but in
sturning they quicken their pace lest on the way they should be overtaken by win-
2 and its rains. For the sources of the river Nile lie somewhere in these parts, and
1 winter, on account.of the heavy rains, the numerous rivers which they generato
bstruct the path of the traveller. The people there have their winter at the time we
ave our summer. It begins in the month Epiphi of the Egyptans and continues till
‘hoth,? and during the three months the rain falls in torrents, and makes a multitude
frivers all of which flow into the Nile.

The facts which I have just recorded fell partly under my own observation and
artly were told me by traders who had been to those parts.

8 Frbm Tuly to September.
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3. TUAN CH'‘ENG-SHIH

CHINA’S DISCOVERY OF AFRICA. 863.

Although China long had contacts with the world beyond her frontiers, Infercourse
with the countries beyond Asia was encouraged during the Tang Dynasty (618-907
C.E.) by a long period of peace and the cosmopolitan outlook of China’s rulers. The
selection below is from the Yu-yang-tsa-isu, a general book of knowledge, written
by the Chinese scholar Tuan Ch'éng-shik (d. 863 C.E.).

It is, however, in the T ang period that the first definite information appears in
Chinese sources on the countries beyond India, and what is to the point here, on
Afiica. There is a curious work, written by the scholar Tuan Ch‘éng-shih, who died
in AD. 863, called the Yu-yang-tsa-tsu. This book was published in the Chin-tai-pi-
shu by Mao Chin (1598-10657). The antiquity of the text is guaranteed by the Hsin
T’ang-shu, by Ou-yang Hsiv, completed in 1060, which has an abridged extract of
it. From the chapter in which a number of exctic plants are described, it is clear that

art of his information is derived from priests of Fu-lin, that is Tach'in or the
Roman Orient and Magadha in India. Hirth has called attention to this fext; in his
translation, however, there are a few curious errors which make a new translation
necessaty.

The text runs: “The country of Po-pa-li is in the southwestern sea. (The people)
do not eat any of the five grains but eat only meat. They often stick a needle into the
veins of cattle and draw blood which they drink raw, mixed with milk. They wear
no clothes except that they cover (the parts) below their loins with sheep-skins.
Their women are clean and of proper behaviour. The inhabitants themselves kidnap
them, and if they sell them to foreign merchants, they fetch several times their price.
The country produces only ivory and ambergris.! If Persian merchants wish to go
into the country, they collect around them several thousand men and present them
with strips of cloth. All, whether old or young draw blood and swear an oath, and
then only do they trade their products. From olden times on they were not subject
to any foreign country. In fighting they use elephants’ tusks and ribs and the horas
of wild buffaloes as lances and they wear cuirasses®* and bows and arrows. They -
have twenty myriads of foot soldiers. The Arabs make frequent raids upon them.”

‘What is this country? Hirth first identified it with Berbera, on the Somali coast.
This identificaticn is confirmed by an important.notice in a work about which we
shail have to say a little more presently. It is the Chu-fan-chih, written by Chao Ju-
kua, a Commissioner of foreign trade at Ch‘iifan-chou in Fukien province. It was

From J. J. L. Duyvendak, China’s Discovery of Africa (London: Arthur Probsthain 1949), pp. 12-15,
22-24, Reprinted by permission.

1. A substance used in perfumes (ed.). n
2. A piece of close-fitting armor for protecting the breast and back; it was originally made of leather
{ed.).
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